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nurses. As Maria Theresa insisted on nursing her
infants herself, the small three-months-old baby was
taken with them. The discomforts of this journey can
be imagined. They did not arrive in Florence until
January 20, 1739. They were not welcomed with over-
whelming enthusiasm by the population of Tuscany.
Francis was, in fact, treated rather coldly as an absentee
ruler, and he and Maria Theresa remained only for three
months.

When Maria Theresa and Francis returned to Vienna
in the late summer of 1739, the city was already feeling
the effects of the unfortunate war against the Turks.
The disastrous Peace added to this general gloom.
Maria Theresa, who was again pregnant, was conscious
of her husband's unpopularity wherever she went. She
was only twenty-three, but at times life seemed hopeless
to her. Her father was ill and irritable, and the glory
of the Habsburgs seemed indeed almost a thing of the
past.

The year 1740, the most decisive year of Maria
Theresa's life, was also one of the most miserable. In
January of that year she gave birth to another child,
and again the infant was a daughter, whom they called
Maria Caroline. In June, her eldest daughter died, and
Maria Theresa was beside herself with grief; she felt
somehow that this was a divine retribution to punish
her for having been dissatisfied with this child because
she was a girl.

Apart from her personal distress, a new political
complication had arisen early in 1740. In return for
Prussia's support of the Pragmatic Sanction, Charles
had once promised Frederick William the domains of
the House of Pafetinate-Neuberg after the death of the
reigning Duke. Since then Charles had changed his